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 Minutes 
May 9, 2009

OUR last meeting will be held on JUNE 4 at 7:15

President Emily Kleinman Schreiber called tonight’s meeting of the Valley Stream South High School Alumni Association (in the library at South High) to order at 7:30 p.m.

The following members were present at the meeting: Roberta Brill Birnel, Booker Gibson, Karen Grimm, Terry Gunderson Kaiser, Edie Mandel, Claire Brush Reinhardt, Ray Richford, Emily Kleinman Schreiber, Dennis Shapiro, Eric Spinner, and Irene Sundal.

Regrets were received from Eileen Howell, Irwin Kutcher, and Enid Koss Parness.

Thanks from Emily to visitors and messages she received on the occasion of her mother’s death. Principal Maureen Henry sent a basket and cheese on behalf of South High.

Minutes:

· A motion to accept the minutes was made by Ray Richford and seconded by Terry Gunderson Kaiser and they were so voted. 

Reminder: Our minutes are posted on our website <http://www.vsshs-alumni.org > after approval by members at the subsequent meeting.

Treasurer's Report:

· Dennis Shapiro presented the Treasurer’s report, which is on file. 

·  For those who have not yet sent in this year’s dues, please do so as soon as possible. Remember that a lifetime membership is $100 and dues are tax-deductible.

Scholarship Committee:

· The committee met on April 2 to read and evaluate student applications.
· There were many more applications submitted for consideration. They were all truly impressive and the committee took pains to select the two most deserving of our scholarships.
· We sent our selections to the school committee, which makes the final decision. We were gratified to learn that they also chose our selections.
· A motion was made by Karen Grimm and seconded by Ray Richford that the Association consider a child of an alumni for next year’s scholarship. The members present accepted this suggestion.
School Culture Committee:

      •     Claire Brush Reinhardt reported that there was no meeting last month.
Events:
· We discussed this year’s pre-prom activities scheduled for Friday, June 25 at 5 p.m. at South. The Association will again present gift cards to graduates: 2 from Bed, Bath and Beyond for $25 each, and 3 iTunes gift cards for $15 each. Terry has graciously volunteered to purchase these for us.

· Later this month, look forward to World Culture Night at South.

· Following our last highly successful and well-attended “Booker Gibson Night” at the Irish Coffee Pub, we voted to do it again on Wednesday, July 1. Please contact your class representative or call the Pub to make reservations. We really had a great time last year and hope to see many of you this time. We are aware that more might attend on a Saturday night, but Booker expressed concerns that the club would prefer not to turn away regulars on that night. 

Upcoming reunions: 

· Class of 1959 – Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Knights of Columbus in Oceanside -- Terry Gunderson Kaiser = contact -- - terkaiser@optonline.net
· Class of 1964's 45th --  October 17. 2009 at the Irish Coffee Pub -- Tom McPartland = contact -- - tommcp@ptd.net
·  Class of 1968’s 41st is being planned for early fall -- Fran Chertoff Miness = contact -- fminess@optonline.net
· Class of 1969’s 40th  -- August 29, 2009 -- Mill River Manor, 173 Sunrise Highway, Rockville Centre -- Val Manzo  valmanzo@aol.comand Lynda Bandes Fitz  Mom4Fitz@yahoo.com=contacts
· Class of 1984’s 25th is set for October 9 at the Melville Mariott -- Andrea Shenkman Duncliffe  aduncliffe@mwe.com= contact

Send any information regarding reunions to Eric Spinner <eSpinne@schools.nyc.gov>to be posted on our website <http://www.vsshs-alumni.org > and to Emily <mailto:cre8em@aol.com> for inclusion in the Alumni Association’s Bulletin.

Old Business:

· South High's Career Day was held on March 24, 2009 from 7:45 – 10:15 a.m. There was some negative feedback from several members who participated about the relevancy of the activities for ninth grade students, who asked very few questions of presenters. However, the keynote speaker, who heads a coffee company, was interesting.

· Booker Gibson attended the District Music Festival on March 13 and reported that it was wonderful.

New Business: 

      •     Eric Spinner reported that he is working on adding a “hit counter” for our webpage.

· Emily will be participating in the NAMI Walk (NAMI = National Alliance on Mental Illness) on May 17 at Jones Beach. Several members made contributions.

· We were saddened to learn about a number of deaths since our last meeting: science teachers Chuck Messner on March 24 and Mr. Ralph Foster on April 26. Also passing were Mike Millione (’74), Sharon Shaw Kastner (’61), and David Nussbaum (’76), and Carmine Cervone ('77).

MEETINGS FOR THIS YEAR: Mark your calendars now and plan to attend.  Your participation is needed!!

Our last meeting of the school year is on: Thursday, June 4.

A motion to adjourn was made by Edie Mandel and seconded by Eric Spinner. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Brill Birnel
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